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Off-site travel by staff and staff children, visitors to staff homes,  
and protecting the school community from infection 

16 February 2021 

This document combines and summarises previously-shared information and may be especially relevant as the 
half-term break approaches. 
 
The school community relies on the transparency and honesty of its members to reduce the risk of infection 
on site; almost none of these guidelines can or will be policed, but we trust that they will be followed for the 
safety of the school community. 

Terminology used 

Close contact refers to 
• staying in the same household as others where shared objects are used/handled,  
• travelling in the same vehicle as others,  
• Spending 15+ minutes within 1 metre of others (cumulative time exposure in a 24-hour period, not 

necessarily with just one person or in one block of time),  
• handling the same objects as others, or  
• spending time in public places where things are handled by multiple people, such as supermarkets. 

Where ‘others’ means people who do not reside at St Andrew’s School and are not selected immediate family 
members (see below). 
 
Selected immediate family members refers to 

• spouses and long-term partners,  
• siblings of children, or  
• parents of children. 

The risk involved in these interactions is felt to be outweighed by the importance of the continuation of family 
life and the potential negative effects of subjecting children to repeated invasive COVID testing after seeing a 
parent/sibling who resides off-site. 
 
Partial self-quarantine means: 

• Free use of the school site and facilities, with the exceptions of 
• The gym 
• Staff rooms 
• Shared offices 
• The café/club (take away service is available) 
• Any other shared spaces (brief passage through a shared corridor is acceptable) 

• Maintaining physical distancing from students (and staff kids other than immediate family). 
• Wearing a facemask (not just a visor) to deliver teaching. 

 
Possible COVID symptoms include: 

• Fevers or chills 
• Persistent dry cough 
• Sore throat 
• Headaches 
• Body weakness or extreme fatigue 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Loss of sense of taste or smell 
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Staff travel off-site 

If staff engage in close contact with people off-site, other than St Andrew’s resident staff or selected 
immediate family members: 

• After returning to Turi the staff member needs to partially self-quarantine. 
• This continues for 10 days after last contact. 
• This time period can be reduced with a negative COVID test done after 5 days. This can be done at the 

individual’s expense (currently 3500 KSh) or at the school’s expense if the relevant departmental head 
considers it justifiable to obtain the benefit of earlier return to closer physical proximity to students. 

 
This does not apply to those who travel to Turi having come from a location where they had a negative COVID 
test in the 96 hours prior to travel, unless they have engaged in close contact with untested people after that 
test was done (this should mean that there are no implications to flying into Kenya, when everyone on the 
aircraft has been tested as a prerequisite to travel, unless the person then, for example, uses public transport 
to travel to Turi). 
 
Other household members of the person who has engaged in close contact do not need to partially self-
quarantine, unless anyone in the household develops possible COVID symptoms, in which case the entire 
household should fully self-quarantine pending medical assessment of the unwell person. 

Staff children travelling off-site 

If no close contact occurs, other than with selected immediate family members, there are no implications to 
them having travelled off-site. 
 
If close contact has occurred then child will isolate from the rest of his/her bubble for 5 days (at home or in a 
separate space in the class bubble, after discussion with the Deputy Head Pastoral) and then either 

• have a rapid COVID test after day 5, or 
• continue to isolate for 10 days. 

 
Travel with no consequences would include going in a family’s own car to a campsite/lodge/hotel where 
COVID procedures (e.g. temperature checks, physical spacing in restaurants) are actively being followed; if this 
is not the case then we will treat the excursion as close contact with the above consequences.  
 
Travel with consequences could include taking kids into supermarkets where they touch trolleys or items on 
shelves, staying in shared accommodation with other people, and going to weddings/funerals/parties. 
 
If you’re not sure as to whether your travel plans will have implications for your children, please contact 
doctor@turimail.co.ke and we can discuss scenarios on a case-by-case basis. 

Household visitors 

Please inform the relevant Head of any expected/planned visitors, as per the longstanding protocol related to 
visitors to the school.  
 
The presence of visitors in your house is likely to affect your ability to safely perform close-proximity duties 
with students and the ability of your children to continue to attend physical learning; this will need to be 
discussed on a case-by-case basis with the Head and School Doctor. 
 
Visitors generally must not enter shared indoor school areas including the staff club (other than to pick up 
orders), but if you are planning to host long-term visitors please discuss with the Head and the School Doctor 
as to how this can be best-managed (likely to involve a period of isolation and then a COVID test). 
 
The above two paragraphs do not apply if the visitor has had a negative COVID test in the 72 hours prior to 
arrival at Turi. 

Staff or children with possible COVID symptoms 

Please fully isolate the entire household and contact the medical team to arrange assessment/review of 
anyone with symptoms. 


