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St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Seeking the Highest



 

Welcome to our School
It is my enormous pleasure to introduce St Andrew’s 
Prep School. It is a unique community, in idyllic 
surroundings, offering an international and Christian 
boarding education of the highest quality, following 
the British Curriculum. It is a school that prides itself 
on truly preparing children for their teenage and adult 
life, equipping them with the academic skills they will 
need to thrive, as well as nurturing and developing 
their individual qualities and talents through our 
outstanding all-round education.

One thing that makes St Andrew’s Prep School, truly 
distinctive is our approach to developing leaders. We 
imagine that each child is like a tree which we want 
to grow strong and bear good fruit in the world. For 
a young tree to grow strong, it needs solid roots that 
are nourished in the right kind of soil. Children at 
St Andrew’s, Turi are given a strong foundation 
through our Christian faith and our commitment to 
teaching them Biblical leadership principles.

Please browse our prospectus and arrange a visit. 
Your visit will be a chance to see the School in action, 
find out about all the opportunities we can offer your 
child and enjoy our beautiful grounds. I look forward 
to welcoming you.

Fergus Llewellyn
Headmaster – Prep School
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Our history and 
beautiful upcountry 
estate
St Andrew’s School, Turi is one of the leading 
independent international schools in East 
Africa. Founded in 1933, it offers outstanding 
British Curriculum education to 550 boarding 
pupils aged 5 -18 years.  The School is 
comprised of the Prep School and Senior 
Schools, both situated on a beautiful 450 acre 
estate, on the edge of the Great Rift Valley, 200 
km NW of Nairobi. It is safe and secure.

It is safe and secure.
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‘Seeking the highest 
for every individual’
The School’s mission is to ‘develop self-
disciplined, confident and compassionate 
individuals who live and lead with integrity’. 
Our aim is to help and encourage them to 
grow into accomplished young people of 
stature.

The vision we have is of pupils going out 
into the world very well educated, and well 
equipped in every respect to be an influence 
for good. Academic achievement is of utmost 
importance but we also value highly the 
development of students’ characters and 
wider talents and interests.

Our values are distinctively Christian. We 
have high expectations, not least in work 
and behaviour, but these are set within an 
environment characterised by Christian 
love and care. We foster integrity, respect, 
compassion and understanding, encouraging 
them in all that we do and showing them by 
example.

We aim to be true to our motto, 
‘Seeking the Highest’.

Our values 
are distinctively 

Christian.
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Academic excellence
St Andrew’s Prep School follows the British curriculum. 
From an early age, children are encouraged to express 
their own ideas, to defend their viewpoint coherently and 
courteously and to work as independently as possible. 
We ensure a good ratio of teachers to pupils (1 teacher 
to every 7.5 pupils); ensuring each child is cared for 
individually.

Pupils are taught in a class setting with specialist subject 
teachers introduced gradually. By the end of Year 8, pupils 
are well prepared for the ISEB (Independent Schools 

Examinations Board) Common Entrance examinations. 
The majority of our pupils move on to St Andrew’s 
Senior School, whilst others head to prestigious Senior 
Schools in Kenya or overseas.

The academic progress of each pupil is monitored 
carefully and parents have regular opportunities to 
discuss their child’s development, during VISO weekends 
when teaching staff are available for consultation. 
Academic grades are published six times a year and full 
reports twice a year. 

We ensure 
a good ratio 
of teachers 
to pupils.
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Living in a Christian 
community
Our Christian Ethos is at the heart of the 
School. We aim to glorify God in all that 
we do. We are blessed to have a strong 
chaplaincy team and many staff members 
are also a Christian presence in the everyday 
lives of the pupils. The School supports a 
number of School charities and pupils are 
encouraged to be actively involved in raising 
money and helping those less fortunate.

Prep School pupils meet for Chapel three 
times a week and most pupils attend 
voluntary Bible studies in the evenings. The 
youngest children go to Activ8, where they 
can learn about being a friend of Jesus even 
from the age of four. Ignite is our thriving 
Christian Union for year 7 & 8 pupils in which 
they participate eagerly and with confidence. 
All pupils are encouraged to pray in boarding 
houses and over time explore what it really 
means to be a disciple of Jesus.

Members of other faiths are welcomed 
within the school. Everyone benefits from 
the supportive and nurturing Christian 
values.

We aim to 
glorify God in 
all that we do.
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Nurturing our pupils
Pastoral care and boarding are central 
elements to life at St Andrew’s Prep School. 
The children enjoy spectacular grounds 
and high levels of security in an up-country 
location, making it a unique place to attend 
school. The children live in age-appropriate, 
single-sex boarding houses, located close to 
School facilities and the childrens’ classrooms. 
St Andrew’s Prep School is a happy place; it 
is a School where pastoral care and academic 
success go hand-in-hand to ensure that every 
child reaches their full potential. 

The boarding houses are specifically designed 
with excellent facilities including gardens 
and common rooms. Each boarding house 
has dedicated Houseparents, who are 
supported by a team of matrons and staff. 
The Houseparents are fully committed to 
the children in their boarding houses and 
are available to their parents by telephone 
and email. Parents have the option to visit 
their children over the weekend, with prior 
arrangement.

St Andrew’s 
Prep School is a 

happy place.
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Developing young leaders 

St Andrew’s Prep School believes that in order for 
our pupils to thrive in whatever sphere of life they 
choose, they need to not only have qualifications 
but also the faith, character and personal skills to 
make a difference. Developing leaders starts from 
a young age, through the learning of Christian 
values and living these out through service 
opportunities in the local community. Pupils 
regularly visit schools and charities to assist those 
less fortunate than them.

In 2016 we launched ‘Creating Principled Leaders’, 
a programme which teaches seven Biblical 
principles. Pupils learn to: ‘Take Responsibility’, 
‘Set Goals’, ‘Care for Others’, ‘Live with Integrity 
and Purpose’, ‘Respect Opinions’, ‘Recognise Gifts 
in Others’ and ‘Take Care of Themselves’.  Each 
week, there is a focus on one of the principles, 
covered in Chapel and Tutor time. Staff help pupils 
to demonstrate the Leadership Principles and 
reward pupils accordingly. 
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Key Stage 1, 
ages 3-6
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Learning to love learning
Young children are naturally inquisitive about 
the world around them. Learning at this stage 
is focused on structured play, in which pupils 
are guided towards a learning objective in 
a fun and enjoyable way.  Key skills such as 
numeracy and literacy are taught in small 
groups by experienced teachers. 

Resources are used to assist learning and help 
young minds take on complex ideas. Numicon 
is a fantastic Maths tool which helps children 
to understand mathematical concepts by 
using patterned shapes, rods and number 
lines. By gaining confidence with complex 
ideas in these early years, children learn to 
persevere and that perseverance leads to 
success.

Foundational skills in numeracy and literacy 
are greatly encouraged to form a solid base 
for academic development later in the 
School. Pupils also explore a range of subjects 
including Science, Computing, Art and 
Religious Studies.

Key skills such 
as numeracy 
and literacy 
are taught in 
small groups 

by experienced 
teachers.
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Caring for the youngest in 
our community
Due to its countryside location the vast majority 
of pupils at St Andrew’s Prep School are boarders. 
Young boarders are nurtured and cared for by 
experienced and dedicated professionals. Single-
sex boarding houses have a warm ‘home from 
home’ atmosphere. Children quickly settle in and 
make friends within their year group but also with 
younger and older children.  Each year, the School 
nominates a ‘big brother’ or ‘big sister’ to look after 
younger pupils, helping them feel safe and special.

Boarding life is extremely busy and 
fun-filled. Weekends involve a range of 
co-curricular activities including arts and crafts, 
pool parties, trying new sports, lively choir 
rehearsals, birthday parties, camping trips away 
and film nights. All children are also members of a 
uniformed organisation such as Guides and Scouts. 
They benefit hugely through outdoor adventures 
and challenging activities. We also challenge our 
most able children through a specifically designed 
Gifted and Talented Programme; the popular 
Genius Hour involves anything from computer 
programming to theoretical space travel. 

Twice a term parents have the chance to visit 
the School and observe some of the activities 
happening.
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St Andrew’s, Turi is blessed with over 450 acres 
of beautiful rural grounds. Set in the Kenyan 
highlands, the air is clean and fresh and the 
almost limitless space allows for outdoor fun 
and adventure. Boarding removes the need for 
long periods of time travelling to school each 
day. Many parents enjoy knowing that their child 
is practicing their piano or playing sport, rather 
than commuting. 

Boarders also benefit from a programme 
of activity designed to develop them into 
independent and purposeful young people. 
Pupils study PSHEE (Personal Social Health and 
Economic Education) which prepares them 
for adult life and equips them to become a 
valuable member of society.

Boarding means time is spent more effectively



11

Fun, fun and more fun
St Andrew’s Prep School balances the 
need for academic achievement with the 
importance of developing confident, well 
rounded young people. The Co-curricular 
programme is therefore full and thriving, 
giving all pupils the opportunity to discover 
new skills.  

At this young age, children have the 
opportunity to experiment with a range of 
sports and develop their physical abilities in 
a safe and supportive environment. Pupils 
are able to enjoy sports including rugby, 
hockey, football, cricket, netball, basketball, 
cross country, athletics, swimming, tennis 
and badminton.  

Little children love to be creative and express 
themselves artistically. They enjoy learning 
about colour and textures in art, trying new 
instruments in music, singing, dancing and 
acting in School productions. They have 
the opportunity to start learning a musical 
instrument including piano, violin, cello, flute 
and drums as well as participating in the 
various orchestral groups.

St Andrew’s Prep School 
is known for its musical 
and sporting prowess.
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Key Stage 2, 
ages 7-11
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Many children join St Andrew’s Prep School in Years 3, 4, 5 
and 6. They come from a variety of schools and backgrounds 
within East Africa and beyond.  Teachers assess and build on 
their literacy and numeracy skills, encouraging them to achieve 
their potential. Over this time, academic rigour increases and 
specialist subject teachers are introduced for subjects such as 
French, Computing and Science.

The British Curriculum is taught throughout the School but with 
an awareness and relevance for pupils growing up in East Africa. 
The British Curriculum is renowned and allows entry in to the 

best universities around the world. The style 
of education focuses on exploratory learning, 
using activities and interactive resources to 
stimulate young minds. Pupils benefit from 
joining St Andrew’s Prep School as soon as 
possible, increasing their chances of successful 
entry in to St Andrew’s Senior School or 
another international school of their choice.

Academic focus from the start
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Growing in maturity 
and independence
This age is an important developmental stage 
for many pupils. In order to be successful in 
life, children need to learn life skills such as 
personal organisation and problem solving. 
Pupils are encouraged to take responsibility 
for their belongings and ensure they have all 
the things they need, at the right time and in 
the right place. 

Home work is introduced to cultivate 
independent learning and demonstrate 
the academic knowledge they have gained 
in the classroom. Children are inspired to 
start thinking laterally, using their creative 
reasoning to compare possible solutions 
and outcomes.  Lesson style is often based 
around problem solving rather than simply 
learning facts. In our even changing world, 
the ability to access and use information will 
be paramount to success.

Lesson style is 
often based around 

problem solving 
rather than simply 

learning facts.
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St Andrew’s Prep School has a full and thriving 
co-curricular programme. It is given priority based 
on the view that to make the most of academic 
achievement later in life, pupils also need to 
develop physically, spiritually and socially. 

Sport is played competitively against the best 
international schools in Kenya. And whilst Turi 
often takes home the trophies, it is equally 
important that team skills are developed and 
friendships deepened. During School life, all 
pupils have the opportunity to try new sports 
and challenge themselves. Our Weekend 

Club Programme offers anything from 
Orienteering to Lego Construction, 
Mountain Biking to Hand Weaving.

The Creative Arts are also central to School 
life, allowing pupils to develop their 
creativity.  Everyone has the opportunity 
to join a choir and many children choose 
to learn a musical instrument, under the 
supervision of specialist music teachers. 
Pupils enjoy Art, DT and Home Economics 
lessons as well, a range of Creative Arts 
clubs and LAMDA (London Academy of 

Music and Dramatic Art) lessons in their spare 
time.

The School has a strong heritage with the 
International Scouting Movement, founded 
by Lord Baden Powell in the early 1900s, at 
the same time that the School was founded. 
Today pupils of all ages are members of a 
uniformed organisation and learn about 
discipline, outdoor pursuits and citizenship. 

Co-curricular Programme
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Key Stage 3, 
ages 11 - 13
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Academic stretch 
and challenge 
St Andrew’s Prep School prioritises academic 
performance, especially in the senior years. 
Pupils have the best British Curriculum 
teachers, specialists in their subjects and 
determined to see their pupils excel. The 
education is often project based with pupils 
taking increasing responsibility for their 
learning. Pupils throughout the School, who 
are deemed to be gifted or talented, are given 
extra challenges to stretch them even further.  

ISEB Common entrance is taken during the 
final year at St Andrew’s Prep School. This 
not only provides pupils with a recognised 
academic accreditation but also the 
opportunity to learn how to master exams. 
A lot of time is invested in learning effective 
revision techniques and reflecting on how 
they performed under pressure, in order to 
improve next time. 
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Greater maturity to 
face the world 
Years 7 and 8 are a time of change for many 
pupils, both physically and emotionally. Pupils 
are supported and protected by the Christian 
environment, as well as the excellent pastoral 
care provided at St Andrew’s Prep School. 

To compliment this, we also run a programme 
aimed to allow young teenagers a chance to 
talk about their feelings and ask questions in a 
structured and safe setting. Teachers and the 
chaplaincy team provide talks on key issues, 
allowing time for discussion and analysis. Our 
sheltered environment at St Andrew’s, Turi 
is a wonderful place; however in this age of 
technology, we aim to give pupils the skills 
and maturity to navigate the world in which 
we live.  

We aim to give 
pupils the skills 

and maturity 
to navigate the 

world.
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Leadership Opportunities
The Leadership skills that pupils have been 
taught during their younger years at St Andrew’s 
Prep School continue to be reinforced in 
their final years. As they mature, pupils gain 
opportunities to practice leading others and are 
awarded significant leadership roles within the 
boarding houses and the main School. 

Prefects take responsibility for leading their 
fellow pupils, both by setting a high standard for 
younger pupils to look up to but also in terms 
of monitoring their behaviour. Junior Prefects 
and House Captains lead their fellow pupils in 
different parts of School life, encouraging them 
to achieve their best and ensuring the School 
works effectively for the benefit of all.

As they mature, 
pupils gain 

opportunities to 
practice leading 

others.
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The majority of pupils at St Andrew’s Prep School 
go on to study at the Senior School. The Schools 
share the same large estate, a common Christian 
identity and shared Vision and Values. Pupils are also 
supported if they feel they would like to continue 
their education elsewhere and the Prep School have 
good links with well-known Senior Schools in the UK, 
East Africa and more locally in Kenya.

We encourage pupils to apply for academic, 
sporting or creative scholarships and it gives 
us great pleasure when so many of our pupils 
are successful in this endeavour. At this stage, 
we also encourage our pupils to begin thinking 
about possible career paths.

Common Christian 
identity and 

shared Vision 
and Values

Senior schools and scholarships 
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Admissions Information
Thank you for your interest in St Andrew’s Prep School. The Admissions team are 
keen to assist you with any questions you have about the School and the exciting 
opportunities we can offer your child. Sometimes places are limited so we encourage 
you to contact us as soon as possible.

Start dates
Pupils benefit from joining at either September (at the start of the academic year) or 
in January (at the start of the Easter Term). We aim to meet the individual needs of all 
families and therefore applications are considered outside of these dates.

Arranging a visit
Please visit the School as you consider making an application. A visit will not only 
allow you the opportunity to discuss all aspects of School life but also to experience 
the serene setting and vibrant community here at St Andrew’s, Turi. Please let us 
know when you would like to come, so we can ensure your visit is as smooth and 
productive as possible. During your personal tour of the School, you will have the 
opportunity to meet with the Headmaster or Deputy Head, as well as other key 
members of staff. We recommend you visit us on weekdays during term-time so you 
can see the School ‘in action’. (Visits during the School holidays are also possible by 
prior arrangement).

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. We look forward to 
welcoming you.

The Admissions Team
Email: Prepadmissions@turimail.co.ke 
Telephone: +254 (0) 20 2025709, +254 (0) 722 209750



St Andrew’s Prep School
Private Bag Molo 20106, Kenya

Tel: +254 (0)722 209750 or +254 (0)20 2025709
Current Parents: officeprep@turimail.co.ke

Admissions: prepadmissions@turimail.co.ke

standrewsturi.com

- facebook.com/Standrewsschoolturi/

 - twitter.com/St_Andrewsturi


